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Secure access 
 
Secure access to Espacenet is now available. 
Simply type the URL as 
 

https://worldwide.espacenet.com 
 
and you’ll have the https secure access to Espacenet. 
You can bookmark the link now. 
In the coming weeks we will be activating automated redirection to our 
https enabled site 

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/


htpp://worldwide.espacenet.com/ 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/




Smart search – operators 
 
 

Boolean operators 
AND, OR, NOT are allowed. The default operator is AND. Left has precedence 
over right. No operator has precedence by default. 
 
Proximity operators 
Example: mouse prox/distance<3 trap 
The system will find patent documents where the words mouse and trap are 
less than three words apart in the TXT identifier . 
 
Example: mouse prox/unit=sentence trap 
The system will find patent documents where the words mouse and trap 
happen to be in the same sentence in the TXT identifier . 
 
Example: mouse prox/unit=paragraph trap 
The system will find patent documents where the words mouse and trap 
happen to be in the same paragraph in the TXT identifier . 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fieldidentifier
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fieldidentifier
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fieldidentifier


Comparison operators 
Multiple terms to be searched within a specific field identifier should be surrounded by 
quotation marks. Everything within those quotes will be treated as a single search term and 
the order will be respected. 
• = 
Equal to 
This is the default relation.        e.g. pa=siemens or ti="electric motor" 
• all 
All terms entered within quotes will be found within the field identifier, although perhaps not 
in the order in which they appear.         e.g. ti all "paint brush hair" 
• any 
Any of the terms entered within quotes will be retrieved within the field identifier. 
e.g. ti any "motor engine" 
 
Operators which are only valid for the publication date field identifier 
• within 
e.g. pd within "2005 2006" OR pd within "2005, 2006". 
• >= 
Greater than or equal to 
e.g. pd >=2005 will retrieve documents having a publication date higher than or equal to 2005. 
• <= 
Less than or equal to 
e.g. pd <=2005 will retrieve documents having a publication date less than or equal to 2005. 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fieldidentifier




Truncation 
To extend your search, you can use truncation symbols (wildcards) to include, for 
example, the plural form of a word, or alternative spellings. 
 
There are three different wildcard characters available: 
 
* stands for a string of characters of any length  
? stands for zero or one character  
# stands for exactly one character  
For example, to find patent documents having in the title the word car or cars, type car? 
in the title field. 
 
There are a number of restrictions on the use of wildcards in particular: 
 
Wildcards cannot be followed by an alphanumeric character (colo?r is not allowed)  
Wildcards can only be used in the Title , Title or abstract , Inventor or Applicant or Full 
text fields  
There must be at least two alphanumeric characters preceding a ? or # symbol (for 
example co? or pa#). A maximum of three truncation symbols is then allowed (for 
example ca??? will retrieve call, cart, card, care, cable, etc.).  
If three or more alphanumeric characters precede a ? or # symbol, then a maximum of 
seven truncation symbols is allowed.  
There must be at least three alphanumeric characters preceding a * symbol.  
Only right truncation is allowed.  

http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=title
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=abstract
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=inventor
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=applicant
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fulltext
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/help?locale=en_EP&method=handleHelpTopic&topic=fulltext




Refine search by choosing your full text database and using the field identifier: 
 
ftxt= to search full text in the title abstract description and claims 
desc= to search the full text in the description 
claims= to search full text in the claims. 





















The Cooperative Patent 
Classification (CPC) 
system, in force from 1 
January 2013, is a 
bilateral system which 
has been jointly 
developed by the EPO 
and the USPTO. 
 
CPC has more than  
250 000 entries, making 
it much more precise 

IPC has 70 000 entries 
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